ROUNDABOUT AND SWINGS
clergy to celebrate it in Latin. She gave English
names to her sons, she sheltered the English fugitives
who sought safety from William's conquest, she was
a civilizing influence. She rebuilt the monastery of
lona, and her son David remade the whole kingdom.
It was Margaret who brought Scotland out of the
Dark Ages into the armour-glinting light of Mediaeval-
ism. If she did this at the expense of the Celtic ethos,
it was because the Celtic ethos was barbaric, and she
destroyed nothing that was not self-doomed to
destruction. The effect of her reign, and of her sons*
reigning, was to bring Scotland into closer competition
with England; but had it not been for them Scotland
might never again have had the strength to compete.
Celtic Scotland might have become what Celtic
Ireland became. Margaret and her sons saved it from
that tragic fate, as Sigurd, Earl of Orkney, might
have saved Ireland, had the disastrous battle of Clontarf
gone the other way.
It was Edgar, Margaret's second son, who first
removed the royal court from Dunfermline to Edin-
burgh; and David, her fourth son, acquiring by
marriage the Honour of Huntingdon and the Earldom
of Northampton, became in respect of those tides an
English baron. Here were the seeds of greatness and
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